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Listen to local
people about
police changes,
says MP
David Gauke has called for the Government to listen
to the views of local people in deciding how to
reorganise police forces.

At the time of going to press, the Government is
considering various options involving Hertfordshire
Constabulary merging with neighbouring forces, with a
strong rumour that Hertfordshire will merge with
Bedfordshire and Essex.

“The Government has tried to press ahead with
proposals to scrap our county police with a view to
creating a bigger force which will be more remote and
less accountable,” commented David.

Hertfordshire Police Authority has stated that it might be
prepared to support a merger with Bedfordshire Police
but would be opposed to Government proposals for a
merger also with Cambridgeshire or Essex and or even
an Eastern Region force incorporating these four
counties plus Suffolk and Norfolk.

“We need to make the police more responsive to the
concerns of local people not less,” said David. “Any
merger is going to be expensive and those costs will
be picked up by local council tax payers.”

David has been prominent in Parliament opposing
the plans, speaking in three debates on the
matter and tabling a motion calling for the
consultation period to be extended. “This
is the most fundamental reform of police
structures since the 1960s. We need to
have a proper debate about this. The
Government must listen to local people
to hear what we want.”

At the end of last year, I produced an Annual Report,setting out a few of the activities I had undertaken in myfirst few months as your MP.
I am very grateful to the many people who providedfeedback to this publication, as well as the volunteers whohelped deliver it.
I expect to produce a further Annual Report towards theend of the year but, after a busy few months, I thought itwould be worthwhile producing this additional leafletkeeping you up-to-date with my Parliamentary andconstituency business.

If you have any comments, or would like to raise an issuewith me, please do not hesitate to contact me. Details areon the back page.
Many thanks for reading this leaflet. I hope you find it useful.

WHAT 
DO YOU
THINK?

CONTACT DAVID,

SEE BACK 
PAGE
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Bovingdon fire
station update
At the time of going to press, the final
decision over the future of Bovingdon
fire station has not been made.

David has backed the local station from
the beginning and raised its plight with
John Prescott in Parliament the day after
the Buncefield explosion and written to
every County Councillor urging them to
preserve the station.

He also joined Bovingdon residents in
presenting the business case for maintaining
the station to 10 Downing Street.

“The Bovingdon crew were one of the
first on the scene at Buncefield,”
commented David. “This highlights the
valuable role the station and its crew
performs.”

“The County Council is in a very difficult
position, having to meet additional
responsibilities out of a limited budget.
That is why I wanted to raise the matter
with the Deputy Prime Minister.”

“I think it would be a great pity if this
station closed.”

The difficulties faced by our fire service
was also raised when David Cameron
visited Buncefield along with David Gauke
and Hemel Hempstead MP, Mike Penning.

FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION,
VISIT DAVID’S WEBSITE 
WWW.DAVIDGAUKE.COM

The difficulties facing the health service
in West Hertfordshire continues with 
our local health trusts having to make
substantial cuts in order to balance 
the books.

Hemel Hempstead Birthing Centre has
been closed, the burns and plastic surgery
unit at Mount Vernon has been disbanded
and the mental health budget cut. Rumours
of further cuts continue with Hemel
Hempstead’s Accident and Emergency set to
go before long.

“I know many people are very worried
about the future of healthcare in our area.
West Herts Hospital Trust and our Primary
Care Trusts are trying to balance the books
and I don’t criticise them for that. However,

there is clearly a structural problem in that
Hertfordshire is not getting its fair slice of the
cake when it comes to health spending.”

“We face some severe difficulties in the
years ahead unless we get some support. If
the facilities in Hemel are removed this
means some people will have to travel
further but also the pressures on Watford
Hospital will be even greater. Watford
Hospital can barely cope now.”

David joined protesters in Hemel
Hempstead in November to celebrate the
30th Anniversary of the Dacorum Health
Action Group. He has also raised concerns
about local funding in a Parliamentary debate
and lobbied officials and Ministers on behalf
of constituents concerned about likely cuts.

ABOVE: David speaks out
against health cuts at a
public meeting.

Concerns over hospital finances deepen
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MP joins
Treasury
Select
Committee
David Gauke has joined the high
profile Treasury Select Committee.

The Treasury Select Committee is
made up of MPs from all the major
parties and examines in detail financial
matters. It regularly interviews the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the
Governor of the Bank of England and
the Chairman and Chief Executive of
the Financial Services Authority. The
Committee is also currently preparing
reports on financial exclusion,
globalisation and European financial
services regulation.

“I am delighted to have the
opportunity to serve on the Treasury
Select Committee,” commented
David. “It is an enormously respected
and influential committee. Being a
member of it will involve a heavy
workload but I look forward to getting
to grips with some of the biggest
issues we face as a nation.”

David is also a member of the
Procedures Select Committee which
looks at the way the House of
Commons works.

TOP: David joins local residents to
hand in a petition to 10 Downing
Street MIDDLE AND BOTTOM: David
viewing the devastation at
Buncefield Oil Depot and with
David Cameron visiting the site.



❯ Luton Airport
David is working with other
Hertfordshire Conservative MPs to
raise concerns about the expansion of
Luton Airport. Given the lack of
infrastructure, Luton would not be an
appropriate site for major development
which would substantially increase the
number of planes flying over Tring and
the surrounding villages.

❯ Planning
Our area is constantly threatened by
over-development. David has backed
residents in preserving what is best
about our area, including supporting
the campaign for Castle Wharf,
Berkhamsted.
ABOVE: David with Lindy Weinreb 
Foster discussing the campaign for 
Castle Wharf.

❯ Terrorism
David has raised concerns in
Parliament about the Government
failing to condemn strongly enough
demonstrators supporting Al Qaeda
and also Sinn Fein receiving
Parliamentary allowances.

❯ Iran
David initiated a debate on Iran’s
nuclear programme and called for the
West to take a harder line against the
Iranian regime. His speech was
widely praised, including by Labour
and Lib Dem MPs.

❯ Europe
David has made two Parliamentary
speeches detailing how the European
Union is taking an increasing role in
determining criminal law.

❯ Third World Development
David has supported calls for
reducing trade tariffs on the
developing world.

❯ Bank Branch Closures
As a consequence of branch closures
in Bovingdon and Chorleywood,
David has raised with the
Government its policy on this matter
and, in particular, what can be done
to encourage banks to share
branches in rural areas.

❯ Israel and Palestine
David visited the Middle East 
in January as part of a Parliamentary
trip whereby he met leading
politicians, academics and soldiers.
He also spoke in a Parliamentary
debate highlighting the enormous
terrorist threat facing Israel.
ABOVE: David outside Jerusalem looking
towards the old city.

❯ Education
David has visited a number of schools
in the constituency. He has also taken
a leading role in scrutinising the
Government’s attempts to find
efficiencies in the education sector.

To keep up to date with David’s activities, visit his website www.davidgauke.com

MP spends
night behind
bars
David Gauke spent a night behind
bars at HMP The Mount, Boving-
don. However, there is an innocent
explanation – it was a sponsored
charitable event for the Hospice of
St Francis, Berkhamsted.

David joined over forty other local
people, including Hemel Hempstead
MP Mike Penning, Dacorum Borough
Council Chief Executive Daniel
Zammit and editor of the Hemel
Hempstead Gazette David Feldstein,
behind bars for a night in January.

The prison cells were full so the
participants spent the night in the
prison gym. “It wasn’t the best night’s
sleep I’ve ever had,” commented
David. “I don’t know whether it was
the rock hard mattress or the
mystery snorer but I was delighted to
get out after just one night!”

NEWS UPDATE
David has been busy in Westminster and the constituency
and dealt with a large range of issues.
In addition to helping numerous constituents with specific
matters, this has included:

❯ Cancer
Colon cancer is
a major killer in
this country but
our screening
processes are
inadequate.
David has
highlighted this
matter in
Parliament.



RIGHT:
David visits Little
Green School,
Croxley Green.

BELOW: On the beat
with Sergeant Mike
Saunders.

LEFT: Joining a self defence
class in Mill End with
instructor Anthony Manning.

RIGHT: David with Sir Steve
Redgrave and Mike
Penning MP
promoting diabetes
awareness.

BELOW: David
visiting the Croxley
Green Scout
group.

BELOW:
David with 
Celebrity Chef,
Ross Burden
and Zia Ali of
Sathis,
Chorleywood,
winner of the
top South
Asian
Restaurant in
South West
Hertfordshire.
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Should you need my help or want to discuss a matter of
concern to you, get in touch. I would be pleased to hear from
you. I hold advice clinics regularly – to make an appointment
just call 01923 771781

David Gauke MP
How to contact
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